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MISSION

647
DATE

25 Sep 1944
TARGET

Koblenz
DOCUMENT

6 pages · 35 ships

WHAT THIS DOCUMENT IS

Before every mission the squadron typed a loading list: one

block per airplane, one line per man. It is the closest thing to a

roll call for the sky over Hardwick that morning.

Each block gives the aircraft serial and tail letter, then the crew

by position — pilot, co-pilot, navigator, bombardier, engineer,

radio operator and gunners — with rank and serial number.

Names crossed out or typed over show last-minute

substitutions: a sick gunner, a spare crew moved up, a new man

flying his first mission.

Handwritten marks added after the mission record the

outcome. Aborts, early returns and losses are often noted in

pencil in the margin.

This is the document families most often turn to first. If a man

flew, his name is here.

HOW TO READ IT

01 One block, one airplane. The
serial number at the top of each
block identifies the ship; the two-
letter code is the squadron.

02 Positions are abbreviated. P
pilot, CP co-pilot, N navigator, B
bombardier, E engineer, RO radio,
WG waist gunner, TG tail gunner.

03 Strike-throughs matter. A
crossed-out name usually means
the man did not fly that day; the
name written above did.

04 Check the margins. Pencil notes
added afterward often record who
returned, who aborted, and who
did not come back.

THIS REPORT

6 pages covering 328th, 329th, 330th, 409th. 35 ships on the list, 328 names.

328th Cook (42-99994-K) has a blank navigator line. 328th Brown (41-29685-L) has a blank bombardier line.

330th MacFarland LW: Thomson struck; Stansell, Lawrence W. in pencil.

Scan for the full mission record

Crew loading lists, aircraft, losses and sources for
Mission 647, at hardwickskies.com.

hardwickskies.com/mission/mission-647-1944-09-25
COMPILED IN REMEMBRANCE
NOT FOR COMMERCIAL USE














