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WHAT THIS DOCUMENT IS

A longer intelligence letter, sometimes dated a day or two after

the mission, written “for all concerned” and filed. It tells the

same story as the narrative, in calmer sentences, often with a

line of context — that this was the second attack in four days,

or that weather had cancelled the previous attempt.

It is the version meant to be read later, not phoned in while the

engines were still cooling.

When it disagrees with the same-day flash, the later letter

usually has the crew that turned up, the ship that was not

actually lost, and the frostbite that was not a death.

HOW TO READ IT

01 Check the date. A letter dated
the next day or two is this
document, not the same-day
narrative.

02 Look for the correction. Ships
listed missing on the 25th often
reappear here as returned.

03 Context is the point. Second
attack, cancelled yesterday, new
flak belt — that sentence is why
this letter exists.

04 Pair it with the narrative. Same
story, two sittings. Keep both.

THIS REPORT

Requested by ground forces. Active in bringing reinforcements to the front. Second attack in four days. Still

open despite earlier bombing. The later letter is the calmer account, written after the same-day flash.

35 dispatched, 35 attacking, 0 lost. Bigolin’s 837-X landed at Brussels and the crew came home; the summary

records that return.

Scan for the full mission record

Crew loading lists, aircraft, losses and sources for
Mission 647, at hardwickskies.com.
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