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MISSION

647
DATE

25 Sep 1944
TARGET

Koblenz
DOCUMENT

18 pages · FO 468

WHAT THIS DOCUMENT IS

A telex is not a letter. It is a typed signal sent over landlines and

radio, printed in capital letters at the other end as it arrived.

Operators used a clipped style: a routing line, FROM and TO, a

message number, then the text, then BT — “break

transmission.”

Before dawn, 2nd Bomb Division and 20th Combat Wing sent

the day’s field order and its annexes: field-order number, a

code name, zero hour, gasoline, bombs, assembly, the route,

and a flak warning. After the bombers were down, Hardwick

sent the same machine the other way: a flash of results.

Every telex from one mission is kept together, in the order the

sheets were scanned, because that is how the traffic arrived —

a stream, not a bound report.

HOW TO READ IT

01 Latest annex wins. A later sheet
that changes a paragraph is the
order they actually flew.

02 Plan A vs Plan B. A line that Plan
A will be in effect tells you which
route and load to keep.

03 All caps is normal. Lowercase is
usually the OCR, not a different
kind of document.

04 Result flashes are at the back.
The same packet often holds the
dawn order and the afternoon
score.

THIS REPORT

Eighth Air Force FO 1196, 2nd Bomb Division FO 468, 20th Combat Wing FO 242 (code name HOPPIN). 18

sheets in scan order, dawn orders through afternoon traffic.

Plan A, then Annex 3 to FO 468 issued a corrected route that matches the 93rd route card (IP 50°00'N

06°35'E).

Scan for the full mission record

Crew loading lists, aircraft, losses and sources for
Mission 647, at hardwickskies.com.
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