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MISSION DATE TARGET

647 25 Sep 1944 Koblenz

WHAT THIS DOCUMENT IS

Every evening Eighth Air Force headquarters compiled what
all three bomb divisions had done, plus the fighters and the

weather reconnaissance. The result is a multi-page summary:

tables of aircraft, tonnage, claims, and short narratives.

A single group mission is one thread in that larger day — oil,
rail yards, tactical targets, sometimes all at once.

This document is that wider sky. Continuations run on for
several sheets. Label 1st and 3rd Division numbers as Eighth
Air Force, not as the 93rd.

THIS REPORT

DOCUMENT

5 pages - 8 AF

HOW TO READ IT

01

02

03

04

Find the 2nd Division thread.
Koblenz, B-24s, PFF — then stop
before you copy Frankfurt onto
Hardwick.

Tables first. Aircraft, attacking,
tonnage, claims are in the grids.

Weather is the day. 10/10 over
Germany here explains
unobserved results on every group
sheet.

Later pages are other jobs.
Recce, truckin, night RCM,
weather scouts are 8 AF, not the
93rd.

Eighth Air Force rollup of the whole day: three bomb divisions, fighters, and weather reconnaissance.

The 93rd is one thread — 35 B-24s on Koblenz, all PFF, results unobserved under 10/10 cloud. 1st Division

went to Frankfurt; 3rd to Ludwigshafen.

Scan for the full mission record

Mission 647, at hardwickskies.com.

Crew loading lists, aircraft, losses and sources for

hardwickskies.com/mission/mission-647-1944-09-25

COMPILED IN REMEMBRANCE
NOT FOR COMMERCIAL USE
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PERIOD: 0001 hours 25 September to 2400 hours 25 September.i94h
A. STATISTIOS | ' ‘
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‘:ﬂ'?f : Missions Dispe Sorties Atkge Tonnage .Claims.E/A AA ﬁ/migg Tota]
'Heavy Bomber Atkse 6 1306+ 124k 1115 3090675 0=0-0 0" F1 i So S
Fighter Escort U 622 567 - O 0. | o-o-éf; o 1"0_" 2 3
‘Fighter Sweeps Ol OSSO0 0 " 0-0-0, ‘00 OFCRED
Fightein Bombing o (Ol so) 0 o 0-0-0 0,0 00 O
Photo Recon. D SO 0 0 0-0-0 0 00 0 O
Weather Recon. gk 39 NG OB NO 0-0-0 | (0, (OGN IN
Air/Sea Rescue . 8 8 O O 0 0=0-0 0] + @l KOO D
Special Obéfatiohg 51 p0p 208 . 0 __ O -0l 1oL ONIDNONGE
T 6 05 11

Totals " 70 2158 2040 1115 3090675 0-0-2G¢ O

+ 22 spares, 16 used

B, OPERATIONAL SUMMARY

1. Bomber Attacks

97 combat wings (978 B~17s, 328 B=24s - 1306 a/c) dispatched in three
forces to attack two M/Ys at Frankfurt, two M/Ys at Cobkenz, 2 M/Y and a
synthetic oil plant at Ludwigshafen. 1115 a/0 dropped 309075 tons (2696675 ton
GP, 394 tons ThBe) et 1024'7'1156'hours'from 20,000 - 28,540 feets All
bombing by PFF. Results unobserved in all oasese Malfunctioning of PFF
equipment; possibly due to wind changes and other weather conditions, caused
some formations to bomb T/0Ose. Leaflets dropped in Iudwigshafen area, on and
near Coblenz, and at Frankfurte Weather 10/10 cloud over all targets.. Flak:
moderate to intense, generally accurate at Ludwigshafen, meager to moderate and
inaccurate over other target areass E/a opposition: one.Me-410 sighted in
Ludwigshafen area, 2 Me=410s in Coblenz area, and several contrails believed
to be made by Me-163se No attacks. Battle Damage: 119 minor, 22 majore
Claims: - nil, Losses: 7 a/c (5 B-17s to flak, 1 B-17 and 1 B~24 o unknown
causes)e’ ' , G s
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First Force

12 combat wings (534 B-17s) dispatched against Ludwigshafen M/Y and
Ludwigshafen/Oppau synthetic oil plants 446 B=17s dropped 1170 toni G;Pioand
91.5 tons I.B. on primaries and three T/0Os from 24,000 - 26,000 f?e ab bzgf
1105 hourse Leaflets dropped in Ludwigshafen areae .All combat wings bombe
FI'F'e Results unobserved., Malfunctioning of PFF equipment, Poss1bly due to
wind changes, electrical storm or clouds, caused some formations to bogb T/0ss
Weather: 10/10 cloud over continent and targets. Flak: mode?ate to 1nt§nse

© and generally accurate over target areas Battle Damage: 71 minor, 15 majors
E/a opposition: one Me=410 sighted in Ludwigshafen area. ?our single contrail
thought to be made by four Me-163s, sighted in Arlon and Trier areases No
attacks. Claims: nile. Losses: three B=17s to flake

Fighter Support: Five groups (216 P~5ls dispatcheds Up 0825 - 0855
‘hours, down 1230 - 1335 hourse 200 sortiese BEscort uneventful. Claims: nil,
Losses: nile

+(Includes one group Ninth Air Force fighters).

Details of bomber attacks as follows:

Assigned Targets Dispatched Attackigg' Tonnage Results

i i B"'].ZS § &123 . GoPo ToBe \
Ludwigshafen/Oppsu) . | 53U . 100 1062.0 71.5 Unobserved
Ludwigshafen M/% )

Other Targets

3 u/i T/0s L6 1080 20.0
Totals 53l 46 1170.0 91.5

Second Fo;ce

12 combat wings (444 B-17s) dispatched against Frankfurt-am=Main M/Y

.- and Prankfurt/Ost M/Y¥. 412-a/c dropped 941.75 tons GP, 21) tons T.B. on the
central, industrial area of Frankfurt and two T/0s from 25,000--28,450 feet at

1029-1101 hours.- Leaflets dropped on Frankfurt. All conbat wings bombed

on PFFq- Results unobserved. Weather: 10/10 cloud between Rhine and targete

- - Dense¢, non-persistent contrails from 26,000-28,000 feet in target area,

- " Flaki meager to moderate and inaccurate, Battle Damage: 35 minor, 6 majors
E/a Opposition: nil. . Claims:  nil. TLosses:  three a/c (two B-17s to flak, .

one B-17 to unknown causes)e . S ‘ : thage

\ Fighter Support: Five groups>(192 P-5ls, 35 P-38s - 227 a/c)
dispatched. Up 0828-0850 hours, dowmn 13201403 hours. 210 sorties. - Escort

uneven?ful. Claims: nile Losses: 2 P=5ls (one to flak, one to unknown
causes) e

Details of Bomber attacks as follows:
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Assigned Targets Dispatched Attacking Tons Results
B-i7s B=17s GoPs JIeBs
Fr&nkgﬁzz %Zzzgzéai?§ustrial L, | 410 935675 214.0 Unobserved
Other Targects :
U/I T/0s ' 2 670.: Unobserved
' Totals " o I nhe U175 2400

Third Force

 Three combat wings (328 B-24s) dispatched against two M/¥s at Coblenze
257 8/c dropped 585 tons GePe. 8805 tons I.Ba = total 673.5 tons on primaries
from 20,000 - 23,500 feet at 1148 = 1156 hours. . Leaflets dropped on Coblenz
and 10 to 15 miles southwest of city. ALl bombing on PFF with unobserved
results. Weather: generally 10/10 at target. Flak: moderate and inaccurate.
Battle Damage: ‘13 minor, 1 major. E/a opposition: two Me-410s observed ‘in
_target arca., No attackse Claims: nile. Losses: one B-2k to unknowm causese.

Fighter‘Support: four groups+ (92 PhSls, 48 P-L7s, 39 P-38s - 179 a/c)
dispatchedo Up 1005 - 1008 hours, down 1350 - 1505 hours. 157 sortiess One -
group strafed north and east of Ruhr, including Bad Lippspringe A/F. Claims:
0-0-2 t/e ground. Losses: one P-51 to unknown reasonse

+(Includes one group Ninth Air Force fighterse)

Details of Bomber attacks as follows:

Assigned Targets : Dispatched - © Attacking Tonnage Results

. . B—QQ:S ]3-2&[@ G‘.PQ I.B. z
CoblenzMosel M/Y ) 328 v 257 585.,0 88.5 Unobserved
Coblenz/Rhein M/Y) ' o : e ‘

Totals 308 257  585.,0 88:5

2e Fiﬁhfer Escort

1y groups+ (500 Pe51ls, 48 P-47s, 7h P-38s - 622 a/c) dispatched to
support heavy bombers attacking targets in Germanye Up 0825-1008 hours,
dovm 1230 - 1505 hourse 567 sorties. One group gtrafed north and.east of Ruhr,
including Bad Lippspringe A/Fe Claims: 0-0-2 t/e ground. Losses: three P-51s
(one to flak, two to unlkmown causes)s No e/a oppositions ;

+(Includes two groups Ninth Air Force fighters undet_oﬁe;ational controi
of the Eighth Air Force.) f

Strafing claims include: four trucks &estfbjed, five locomotives and
three goods wagons damagede
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3o TIMighter Sweeps

. Nile

4e TIighter Bombing
Nil.

5« Photo Reconnaissance

. One P-5 dispatchede Obtained pﬁotos of area west of Nijmegen. A/b
returned safely. ;

6 Weather Reconnaissance

19 a/c dispatched (four B-24s, five Mosquitoes and ten P—5ls). Two B-2@s
flew routine fligh%s to Azores area. Two B-24s flew routine flights into Atlantic
northwest of Englande. One Mosquito flew special flight to gentral England area.
One Mosquito flew special flight to Brest Peninsula area. One Mosquito flew:
special flight to north France, Belgium and Holland. One Mosquito dispatched to
the same area failed to return. One Mosquito dispatched as a scout for 2nd
Bomb Division aborted at 5210N-0150E due to mechanical difficulties. Ten P-5ls
dispatched as scouts for 1lst Division. All completed mission. No observationse
Results: 17 a/c successful, 1 a/c aborted, end 1 a/c missinge.

70 Air/Sea Rescue

Eight P-L47s diépatched. No incidents reported. A4ll a/c returned safely.

8o Special Operations

202 a/c dispatched as follows:

Three B-24s dispatched on RCM mission, Jamming between 1930-2115 hourse
No lossese ' - i

23 a/c (two P-38s, one B-17, 18 P-5ls and two P-47s) dispatched as radio
relayse No-lossess '

176 B~24s dispatched on "Truckin" missione A/c delivered 290,517
gallons of gasoline to four depots in France. 82 a/c remained overnight, the
balance (94 a/c) returned to bases. No lossese

Ce INTELLIGENCE

le Enemy Air Opposition

Today's large scale heavy bomber operations over the Rhinelend were
completely unopposed by the Iuftwaffes Sightings of only three e/a were -\&wu "
definitely reported; one Me-410 in the Ludwigshafen area at 1023 hours, and two
Me-410s in the Coblenz area at 1150 hourse E/é made.no.attempt to attacks In
addition, combat crews of the first force reported sighting four single contrails

thought to be made by four Me-163s at 1132 and 1137 hours in the vicinity of Trie:
and Arlone
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end. of A/F believed to be Bad Lippspringes Approximately 20 t/e e/a, mostly Ju-

SECRET

Supporting fighters reported no e/a sightings in the aire
Flak

Coblenz - moderate, inaccurate.
Frankfurt - meager to moderdte, inaccurates
Weisbaden - meager, inaccurate,

Ludwigshafen - moderate to intense, generally accurate.
Meinz - intense, accurate.

Rudesheim - intense, accurate.

Observations

25-30 u/i a/c with in-line engines and square wing tips on southeast

88s and He-177s, in woods north and west of A/Re

Le Damage to Enemy Installations
No damage assessment due to 10/10 cloud over targetss
NOTE:

for record purposess
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