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WHAT THIS DOCUMENT IS

Within hours of landing, an officer telephoned higher

headquarters and read a numbered list: how many aircraft

were airborne, how many attacked, what they bombed and

how (visual or radar), whether they met enemy fighters, losses.

A clerk typed what was said. The result is abrupt, numbered,

and sometimes slightly at odds with the polished letter that

followed.

It is the first official snapshot of the day — what Division heard

while the facts were still being counted.

HOW TO READ IT

01 Read it as a flash. Numbered
lines, not a story. Airborne,
attacking, method, e/a, losses.

02 Times are approximate. TOT
here may disagree with the
bombing table by half a minute.

03 Missing is not final. A ship called
missing on this sheet may be on
the ground in Belgium.

04 Compare the letter. The group
narrative was written after this
call.

THIS REPORT

First flash to Division: 35 airborne, 35 attacking, TOT about 11:59:30, method PFF. Losses still being counted.

Numbered and abrupt. Compare it with the signed group letter; a ship called missing here may already be on

the ground in Belgium.

Scan for the full mission record

Crew loading lists, aircraft, losses and sources for
Mission 647, at hardwickskies.com.
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